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TENG OF TAD ONGhRVPA 15. min 


note The 


enc. &dre © of suservert Mr Paul Brannon, 147 3. lain St, Paris 

i ae Kentucky 

ES a Oe SF Publisher of the Nicholas County Star & the 
KentuckianeCitizen 


yf Irterr taw pal .+4 + int {eros fy * *atar 


ER BEN ae ee to be above average in intelligence 
and of gound character. Due to harrassing by friends and fallow newsmen, 
Mr Brannon has assumed a slightly belligerent attitude with respect to 
his sighting. He has adopted the attitude that he knows what he saw and 
haa not been convinced by any explanation to date. 


NARRATIVE. SUMMARY 


At approximately 1630 hours on 16 Jan 1949 whila proceeding in his 
automobile in a southwesterly direction toward Paria, Ky, ascompanied by 
hia wife and his niece, lirs QQMMBScalled his attention to the sunlight 
rallected on the alouds in the western sky. As he gaiaed into the sky 
his attention was attracted to a walmat shaped object emerging from behind a 
cloud. The aight of the object emerging from obscurity into reflected 
light was maintained for less than one mimta. Attentio was then focussed 
on a “tube of light" that remained behind as the object moved across the sky» 
Mrs@@Qe made four exposures of the tube of light during its progress. 
ir QMsecribed the course as steady and ag though some object on an 
outward sweeping ara had crossed his flald of vision at a great distanca 
from the earth. The fourth and last exposure of the "tube of light* 
fully extended as published in the Nicholas County Star and the Xentuckian- 
Citizen is attached aa Brhibit "A". (See filas) 


ncucky showed conditions +, 
S°8<S occurred in the overcast at a@ish time the esiling 


INCLIT NO. _ 937 
Date of Observation 36 gan ho Date ef interview 26 Jan h9 


Place of Joserv: tion: 3 miles northeast of Paris, Kentueky 
Position of observer Ground from auto 


Jaat attracted attention tn objects & ~ sunlight reflected on clouds 


Apparent size si,e of walnut 
Solor sf objectdark = occasionally referred to as black 
cape Referred to as both bullet-shaped and shape af a imlied black walaut 


Altitude Could not be estimated 


Direction of flicht of object West to aast% direction 
> in sit 1 adaute = "tube of light" seen for approximtely 15 minutes 
sneed Could not be estimated 
Sound ‘and © dor None 
“vail vdbbon or trail similar to that of a neon tube ~ various colors 


reflected in the tube due to setting sun 
ty Reflected light of sun 


Frojeetions None observed : 
arouv.re Movement steady - apparently climbing on a 30 to 0° angle during 
period of observation 


enner of disaroesraacePassed beyond field of vision of observer 


- The weather reports for 14 an 9 for State af 
2 98 generally > arcaat with rain. Veca sional 


000 fe Was estimiead at 


wlacire © of cccorvort My & Mrs SE 
fost Mr @UMMMBMees is an editor 


.8) 9 Informant bas a local reputation es a "oublicity bound" 


4a unexplained moving object trail a bright lignt across the sky 
was sighted nesr here today by ‘aeutietien. =. newsvaver publisher, 
Z and his wife observed a ball-shaped object “literally ; 
opening up a pato across the heavens", Object wes sighted between 
Paris and North Middletown. At first toe odject had a silver color 
but took on a an iden due from toe sun's rays. “It looked almost lile 
another planet", be said. "I've seen meteors and Salley's Comet, 
but 4t wasn't ay small as those, This thing was a brilliant shaft of 
light that you couldn't helo but see... "Spills: 33 it was visible 
at least 15 nimtes. A picturs was taken by Mrs we. minutes 
arter they first observed the object streaking out from behind a small 
clmad. 


Possible Zxplanation gis % CGARLES J. FLETCHER, 109 CIO Detachment 
SR eS ae are yf Prom 3 various Rewoaper cl opines i 
Mr GB, Jr, orother of CIC Agent J. D, Haggard, 109th CIC Tet, 
was interviewed on 18 Jan 49 and stated that he, too, hed seen the “thing in 
the aky* as outlined in the news story. He stated that 1t was unquestionably 
avery high flying airersft with concomitant vapor trail. 


wno lives § miles from Lexington on the Richmond Road stated 
that he saw a small plane emitting smoke going towerd Winchester cbout 4:30 
P. M., 16 Jen 49. He said the fiery-colored smoxe trail remained visible 
several mimites. 


SOU... 3256 be vas returning to Louisville on Stata 
diznway, Detween Bichmond & Wicholasville wnen ne First odserved the 


plane tlying at a high altimde, Ue ‘Shousat that it was a. sky-vriting airplane 
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PROJSST SION CLASSiF; ED 


PvP) 


te of sighting: 16 Januar; 1919 


‘ime of sighting: 1630 hours, 


) Tom: Paris, Kentuel 
2) Anproximately three (2) miles northeast of Paris, 


} 
) Sighted from automobile - progress observed fron 
)} Map coordinates not 


noyvm, 


of object fron observer 
feral distan 


on from } 
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Time in sight: Object ) minute, 
of) + fare) 


Appearance of obje: 4: 
a. Uolor: Dark (Oceassionally 
b. Ghapes Referred to as both 
t Laut, 


reaction of flist; General west 


Movement ste 


49 degree 


Object left behind a ribjon or trail, similar 
to that of a neon ture, Various colors were 
reflected in the tube due to the settine sun 


ffect on clouds: Tone observed, 


Reflected licht of 
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nae) itehinwenrarl 


to 


LS. sound: lione, 
19. adio antennas None obsarved, 
> - 9? Aigannerance: 5} : Kavsad #8 at 5 nye 


5. fogs fe 
. Abi toa > anlor ™ ] Pe ‘4 : aah Ses eae 
% be riaiaed 


ae 


ee _- ——w S- 


Ticloout MO. __as7y 
Ly . Date of Observation _ 14 Jan ho 2.e cf Interview 24 Jan Lo 


* Tissa aft Rall ohne tay 

3. Flece of Jbserv. tion Paris Aircort, 2 miles north of 
‘i “ had * 

t,  PFoaeitisnm of observer ground 


5 Pot nttwsanted attention t 5+ 4 + = ie 
ar wnat attracted attention ta ovge aes Sttention drawn to vapor trail 


£ - _. by, an, unnamed indivicual at the airpors 
Bs SOLeY af Abjéct 


a a Only vapor trail seen, Sourse of vapor trail not deterained 


2G ALT bts 50° from horizon = 25,008 - 30,000 2% above formation of cirrus ¢ 
a >louds 
ve s ram @aser ee 
Lee > from > 
bakes” Direction of £11 Y obdject\s, 
: c Southeast 


gt. ime in siuht Taree to five minutes from horizon to horizon 


EDs peed Greater than gas-propelled airoraxt 


; ¥ail Only vavor trail observed 
Reflected light of sun 


Steady flight 


Faded trom view beyond horizon. 


Signed Aronrs ttn conoeeE AS “17 5 Believed by observer to be 
jet siperess. dus to speed in traversing norizon so acrizon. 
BILCA yo? Denerally overcast with vain occasional breaks ia 


3,000 2 overcast. ‘Tinds 35 UPH at 10,800 to 100 APH a% 35,000 fact 


| , “Seema, 2aris, <7 
“anager, Qa 


adisvas of war 


tor relative to intelligence end chareeter 


ie: Ur @QgEAR.appears to be of above average intelligence and 
of good character. Ue is disgusted at the publicity given the incident 


TARRATIVE SoieniRy ' 


At approximately 4130 P, M. on January 16, 1949 utr gggmatiention 
wa3 called to a vapor trail. I+ was building up at approximately 25-30,000 
feet over a formation of sirrus claids and moving in a southeast direction. 
Ita position was at an angle of about 50° to the horizon wnen first observed. 
Due to the altitude of said formation, its source was not visible irom the 
grounde 
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OF INFORM! 


Date of sighting: 16 Jannary 1949. 


Time of Sighting: 1630 hours. 


) Town: Paris, Ky. 

) Sighted from Paris tirort, two (2) mbles noxth of Pettis, Ker, 
) Sighted from ground. 

) flap coordinates not ascertained. 


lanher of objects: One (1). 


d5 orver: 

&. ee: Mot estimated, 

b, Angle of elevation from horizon: Fifty (50) decreas, 
@ Altitudes 25,000 to 30,000 fact, 

ra 


fime ia sight: Three (3) to five (5) minute 50 horizon, 


Aopearance of objects "Vappr trail", source 


section of flight Southeast. 


Tactics or manewrers; 


steady 


Evidence of exhaust: ‘one observed, 
ffeet on clouds: ‘lone, 

lights: Reflected light of sun. 
Supvort: None observed, 


Propulsion: None observed. Believed j2t due to sneed in traversing 
horizon to horizon. 


Not observed, 
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PARIS AIRPORT UNC!’ 


AIRCRAFT SALES AND SERVICE 


RUDDLES MILL ROAD 


PARIS, KENTUCKY 
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TUTUCYY, 16 JANUARY 1949, SIGHTED AT 4:32 


12 lig, 213 KENTUCKY RYUSPAPER 
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Please of Voserv: tion Paris, xy 
Tasition of observer from yard, central prt of Paris, Ky. 


Waat attracted attention to otject 4 -- ghanced to look at the sky and 


ime: tr sizht 3 minutes 

eed Could not be eatimted 

pete Wl Vapor trail similar to sky writing 
Uaminosity reflected light of sun 


Appeared to be climbing in steady flight 


“Manner of disarmesrance Lost behind clouds 


clouds 


s Saye t - Pabal a+ 


& of observer ee Paris, wy 


‘EMR a 2 pea rs to be of average intellicence and of good character. 
He appears disgusted with publicity given to what he considers to be only 
a “yapor trail" of an aircraft flying at high altitude. 


*QARRATIVE SUMMARY 


About 1630 hours on 16 Jan Lo vr QB one occasion when he 
gazed at the sky noted a "vapor streak" building up. The gtrceak was form 
ing in 3 manner similar to that used in ejecting smoke in “sky writing®. 

The building up process was observed for a period of approximately three 
uioutes and then was lost behind the clouds. The streak formed on a bear= 
ing between ten and twenty degrees south of east and appeared to be slimb- 
ang during the period of motion observed. The altitude of the "vapor 

streak" was not less than 15,000 feet anda red to be at an angle of 
approximately 70° from the horigzon. § tated that he had seen mumerous 
“vacor streaks" from both the air and ground during Ais period of service 


as a paratrooper in the Suropean Theater and had given the sight no further 
consideration. 


UNCLASSIFIED 


" 
sentra VOL 
PROTEC dee 


1. Date of sighting: 14 January 1949. 


2, Time of sighting: 1630 hours. 


{ 5 { 
Las} 4. 

(3) Sighted from yard. 

(4) Man coordinated not know. 
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ivection of flight: Bearing ten 


ll, Iffect on clouds: None. 


12, Lights: Reflected light of sun, 
13. Sunports None observed, 
14. Propulsion: None observed, 
14 * dueta: None observed 
7 Cozld not astinated 
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lequest tor Laforaation 


5D ost UC LAXOm3 23 Feo Lg 
ATTN: Maj Farrell 


le Reference is made to Report of Lovestigatioa Pils 5D 2lex; dated 15 Februa yz 


2. it is desired that original negatives (particularly those published) of the 
nidentizied asrial phenomenon photographed uy [irs a. wted in refsrenced 
so ort, be cotained on a loan basis for further stady ™ Vaination oy this Headquarters. 


3e if negatives are available She following information would creatiy assist 
cersanmel in maldng an analysis: 


@e Type and model of camera used. 
be Type and speed of Lens. 
le Curation of exposures. 


dad. Tatervals between exposures. 


o es Type of deveiopar used. 
D 
ay fe fas any retouching done. 
my 


a. R. CLINGERMAN 
Golonel, USA? 


Chief, Tech Intelligence Sivision 


intelligence Department 
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\TASB-Z-67135 - 24 January 1949 
IK 

SUBJSCT: Unconventional Aircraft | A 

TO; Dirsetor of Intellisence 


Gensrai Staff, U. S. Army 
Washington 26, D. Cc, 


ATTN: Chief, Intelligence Group 
1. Raference is made to Department of the Army latter CSGID 
452.1, dated 1 November 1943, subject as above, 
2. Inclosed herewith is an agent's report, together with a 
newsoaper clipping regarding an unexplained moving object in the sky 
above Bourbon County, Kentucky, which is being forwarded for your 


information and any aotion desmed necessary. 


FOR THS AC OF 8S, G2; 


2 Insls. R. D. ALBRO 
1, Agent's Yeport Lt.-Col, GSC 
2, Slipping Aetg Dir, ZI Intell Div 


DOWNGRADED. AT 3 VF42 INTERV 375 
DECLASSIVIED .Fiuii 12 TEARS: 
DOD DI 5200.30 


Project *Sign® - Incident: 237 
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\ttm: Maj Tarrell 


Tial object 43 odserved Sy ir 
toners, this phenomenon was alleged to bave been seen at spcroximately 4:70 7. A., 


zation of an unidentified 
Paris, “y, newsoaner publisner) and 


“tb is requested your office initiate an investi, 


1949 


iesired data 
oeed herewith, 


As a guide to the investigating officer in recordin 
Sssential jlements of Information’ form are 


i. 2. CLIRGERKAN 


i, Newsvaner clipping Soleast, Gaee 310 
Ze «=*EEZ*® (3 oye) Goief, Tech Intelligence Diy Slag 258 
e . : Llizence Vevartment 
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Dr HYNEK'S EVALUATIONS EXTRACTED FROM PROJECT GRUDGE REPORT, 


i. 


2e 


INCILENT “INDEA 


Agtrononioal 


@ Eigh probability: 
#268, 27, 30, $1, 32, 33, S34, 48, 49, 59, 60, 66, 69, 70, 94, 
95, 96, 97, 98, 101, 1U2, 1u3, 104, 116, 119, 132, 136, 140, 
147, 148, 158, 174, 184, 185, 187, 197, 203, 204, 208, 216, 
21°, 288. 


db. flair or low probability: 
H1Gy 20, BS, BA, C8; Boy 35, 465, 60}, 685.67, 60, 82, 93,. 160, 
112, 120, 121, 129, 130, 144, 163, 165, 166, 167, 175, 192, 
199, 202, 205, 220, 250, 240. 


Uon-astronomieal tut suggestive of other explanations 


a, Balloons or ordinary olreralt: 
#3, 11, 22, 41, 42, 53, 54, 73, 81, 83, 91, 92, 113, 114, 115, 
126, 131, 136, 141, 145, 195, 156, 157, 159, 160, 161, 163, 
169, 171, 173, 178, 180, 182, 188, J90, 194, 195, 196, 193, 
200,, 201, 209, 2105, 217, 222, 235, (257,) 259. 


by kooke's, flares or falling bodies: 


dG, 6, %, 899). 125 13,. 14, 15) 16). 26, °56, 65; 76, 106, 107, 
108, 409, 133,170, 212, 219. 


4s, Misoelisseous (reflactions, auroral streamers, birds, ato.)s 
HS9, 89, 123, 124, 128, 146, 164, 181, 189, 214, 223, 231, 234. 


Non-astrononmisal, with no explanation avident 


a» Lack ¢f svidence precludes soxplanatioar 
#38, 44, 45, 47, 55, 57, 72, 86, 47, 88, 90, 99, 110, 117, 118, 
126, 127, 137, 139, 149, 150, 177, 179, 191, 208, 212, 213, 
229, 232, 233. 


bd. Evidence offered sugzests no explanation: 


#1 2p 105, UTs BYs 294 37> 40, Si, 625 58, 81, 62,.64, 66; 71 
15, Thy Tipei9s, B45. 10h, LEV," 222, 1365. Lol, 152, 2545. lez, 
188, 172, 176, 183, 1986, 198, 207, 218, 223, 224, 225, 226, 
227, 236, 241, 242, 243, 244, 134. 


inoident 7237 += Sourbon County, seatuoky <= 10 January 1545 


tnere is some confusion as to waother tie objuet or 


tne s.noze trail re crtod in this incident was visible for fif- 


teon minutes. If ¢:e obi it could not nave Leen 


a moteor, but the sist of the report seams to indicate taat ‘bay 
the trail was visible tor any lenstn of tise. In trat cass, it 
gould have boen eitaor tne trail trom a meteor or tne vapor trail 
from an aircraft the description is not sufficteat to distine 


grisn the two. Yther observers (not those re.orti 


indicatod trat the object was a high flying plane with a vanor 


ray 


trail, out *:i6 does not necessarily exclude the meteoric 


thesis, because of the canoral unfaniliarity of the publie with 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 


HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES AIR FORCE Sp-0s 1 /o9r /emn 
WASHINGTON 


THE INSPECTOR GENERAL, USAF 
STH DISTRICT GFFICE OF SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS 
WRIGHT-PATTERSON AIR FORCE BASE DAYTON. O40 


IN REPLY REFER TO, 5D Ahab. 16 February 19h9 


SUBJECT: PROJECT SIG 


TO: Commanding General 
Air Materiel Cammand 
Wright-Patterson Air Force Base 
Dayton, Ohio 
ATTN: MCIAXO<-3, Captain B. Sneider 


Inclosed is Report of Investigation, subject as above, dated 15 
February 1949, for your information andl any action deemed necessary. 


; TAP Baz oe ) meee 
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Pris afr bt noe 


1 Inol / H. B. GIBSON 
Rpt of Inv dtd 15 Feb ho | Colonel, USAF 
(in dup) \_/ District Comanier 
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Sp-0Si, Tir /fan 


HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES AIR FORCE 
THE INSPECTOR GENERAL 
OFFICE OF SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS 


REPORT OF INVESTIGATION 


FILE NO. Pe es | | DATE 
a, | _-15 February 1949 
REPORT MADE BY —s— 
_Special Agent ANTHUR LIT? 


TITLE REPORT MADE AT 


05s Wright-Patterson AY3, Dayton 
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A | 26 January 1949 thru 6 February 1 


OFFICE OF ORIGIN Saaeey 


DO #5, Wright-Patterson APB, Dayton, 0 


| STATUS 


- Se . —— 
“CHARACTER 


SPSCIAL IQUIRY 


REFERENCE feed Gall fran Captain B. Sneider, Technical Intelligence 


- R 


Division, H) ANC, whose Section is charged with.the investigation of unidentifie 
aerial objects. At 1630 hours on 16 January 19)9, Ur ci RRP of Paris, 
Kentucky, saw a walmut shaped object smerging from behind a cloud, which object re= 
mained in sight for less that a mimite. A “tube of light" remaining behind the ob- 
ject was photographed by irs. MMMM wire of i 

on 15 January 199, Mre ENS Pari 


Also at 1630 hours 
» Kentucky, noted a vapor streak 
building up for approximately 3 minutes, and which appeared to be climbing, At 
1630 hours on 15 Jamary 12,9, @ lr. Paris, Kentucky, also saw a 
vapor trail, the source of vnish was not visible from the ground, 


GLOSED 


DOWNGK: \! ; PER ae 
DECLASSIF i 1) YEARS. 
DOD Dik S2u4.10 


TION COPY FO 


DISTRIBUTION. 
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HQ Auc, Major Farrell, 5D-OSI, on 21 October at 

Synoeis ’ —-— ——- -—---_ 
This investigation was requested by; Caprica B. Sneider, Techmical Intelli 
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UNCLASSIFIED 
5D hal 15 Feb Ly 


"vapor trail” was at an angle of approximetely fifty degrees from the horizon 
when first observed, The source was not visible from the ground due to the 
altitude of the trail, The speed, in lir. ql ostimation, based on tine 
required to traverse horizon to horizon, was greater than a gasoline vropelled 
craft, and he automatically thought the trail was formed by an Army or lavy 
jet propelled craft, Mr. gf stated that he was familiar with "mpor trails" 
from both the air and ground and he had seen innumerable such trails during 
his service ag a Beck, Pilot in the European Theater. 
trat he is present. bly employed a3 Manager of the Paris Airport. 5S f 
answers to sssential olements of information, furnished by —_ 
tached hereto as Exhibit "D", Attached hereto as Bxhidit "5" is an unsworn 


statement furnished by lir. MMMM io susvort of the abovs interview. 


MATHSR CHECK: 


further stated 


AY LOUISVILLS, KENTUCKY 


hh, A review of the files by the Officer in Chargs, Weather Detachment, 


Godman AFB, on 3 February 1949 indicated the tel etype sequence of weather as of 
1630 hours, 16 January ag to be as follows: 


PTR-S13 B5e502R-F 173/47/474119/d03/omps /cuGaL wvo/d 2226 J 2167 


4. vaview of the files made by the Officer in Charge, Weather Detachment, Godman 
AFB, on 3 February 1949 indicated the Winds Aloft Report of 16 January 1919, to 
show winds 60 miles per hour, southwest, at 20,000 feet increasing to 100 miles 
per hour at 35,000 feet, 


Ao LEXINGTON, TSNTUCKY 


5. A review or files made ty the weather office, legge et Airport on 
& February 1949 indicated the teletype sequence of weather as of 1630 hours on 
16 Jemiary 1949 to be as follows: 


LBX B30-0015 169/44,/54,19/o02 /2250-0 


A check of the files of the weather office, Lexington Airport on 6 February 191:9 
showed the winds aloft on 15 January i919 to be southwest, 35 miles verhour at 
19,000 256% increasing to 50 miles ner 29,900 ?est 


souxsinvess, at 20,000 fse% increasing 


L WEaTHSR CHECK FOR STATE Cr = 


weather reports 
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n Bourbon County, Ky 


Fasition of ots ground 
Waat attracted attention to object := 
Namber of objects <M 


Arparent size Larger than comet 


silver to golden 


Lreqtion ir%m @eserver 
t s ‘from ot si 
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ait fleryecolored smoke trail woich was visibla several mimtes 
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“yrilliant shaft of light" 


er jections 
aneuvers 


rfarnmction coneernin 


abject Newspaper clivping shows 
chotograna of the object and its srail 


